Reformation Sunday
Confirmation of Benjamin Parsons
ELW Holy Communion Setting Three
Sunday, October 25, 2020
Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must
always be reformed in order to live out the love of Christ in an
ever-changing world. We celebrate the good news of God’s grace,
that Jesus Christ sets us free every day to do this life-transforming
work. Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for
the church, that Christians will unite more fully in worship and
mission.
[Please mute yourselves before our 10AM service start time, and remain muted until the
Fellowship Time, following this morning’s Postlude, at the end of the service.
Interaction during the Children’s Message is encouraged,
just remember to hit that mute button one more time]

ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

Invention No. 4 in D Minor
by J.S. Bach, perf. by S. Morrison

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who forgives all our sin,
whose mercy endures forever.
Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are
hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us,
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of
your holy name.
Amen.
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together
with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are
forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may
live in your hearts through faith.
Amen.
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GATHERING SONG

A Mighty Fortress Is Our God (ELW 504)
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
KYRIE
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every
age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep the faithful steadfast in your word,
protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and
bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
FIRST READING

Jeremiah 31:31-34

A reading from Jeremiah.
31
The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the house
of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that I made with their
ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that
they broke, though I was their husband, says the LORD. 33But this is the covenant that I will
make with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within them,
and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34No
longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall all
know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity,
and remember their sin no more.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM 46
1
God is our ref- | uge and strength,
a very present | help in trouble.
2
Therefore we will not fear, though the | earth be moved,
and though the mountains shake in the depths | of the sea;
3
though its waters | rage and foam,
and though the mountains tremble | with its tumult.
4
There is a river whose streams make glad the cit- | y of God,
the holy habitation of | the Most High.
5
God is in the midst of the city; it shall | not be shaken;
God shall help it at the | break of day.
6
The nations rage, and the | kingdoms shake;
6

God speaks, and the earth | melts away.
The LORD of | hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob | is our stronghold.
8
Come now, regard the works | of the LORD,
what desolations God has brought up- | on the earth;
9
behold the one who makes war to cease in | all the world;
who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the | shields with fire.
10
“Be still, then, and know that | I am God;
I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted | in the earth.”
11
The LORD of | hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob | is our stronghold.
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SECOND READING

Romans 3:19-28

A reading from Romans.
19
Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that
every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20For “no
human being will be justified in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law
comes the knowledge of sin.
21

But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by
the law and the prophets, 22the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who
believe. For there is no distinction, 23since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God;
24
they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus,
25
whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He
did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins
previously committed; 26it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that
he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus.
27
Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? No, but
by the law of faith. 28For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed
by the law.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL
The holy gospel according to John, the 8th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are truly my
disciples; 32and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” 33They answered
him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you
mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?”
34
Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin.
35
The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever.
36
So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
31

CHILDREN’S SERMON

Tealithia Oliver

SERMON

Vicar J.
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HYMN OF THE DAY

Amazing Grace (My Chains Are Gone)
By John Newton, Chris Tomlin, and Louie Giglio
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AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM
Confirmation of Benjamin Parsons
Dear siblings, we give thanks for the gift of baptism and for Ben, one with us in the body of
Christ, who is making a public affirmation of his baptism.
I present Benjamin Parsons, who desires to make public affirmation of baptism.
Let us pray.
Merciful God, we thank you for Ben,
whom you have made your own by water and the Word in baptism.
You have called him to yourself,
Enlightened him with the gifts of your Spirit,
and nourished him in the community of faith.
Uphold your servant in the gifts and promises of baptism,
and unite the hearts of all whom you have brought to new birth.
We ask this in the name of Christ.
Amen.
PROFESSION OF FAITH
I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church.
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?
I renounce them.
Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?
I renounce them.
Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?
I renounce them.
V: Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
V: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
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he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
V: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM
You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the covenant God
made with you in holy baptism:
to live among God’s faithful people,
to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper,
to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed,
to serve all people, following the example of Jesus,
and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth?
I do, and I ask God to help and guide me.
People of God, do you promise to support our young sibling and pray for Ben in their life in
Christ?
We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.
LAYING ON OF HANDS
Let us pray.
We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give us new birth,
cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. Stir up in Ben the gift of your Holy Spirit: the
spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and
the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever.
Amen.
Let us rejoice with these sisters and brothers in Christ.
We rejoice with you in the life of baptism.
Together we will give thanks and praise to God
and proclaim the good news to all the world.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those
in need.
Renew and inspire the church in the freedom of the gospel, O God. Where the church is in error,
walk with us to reform it. Where the church speaks your truth, walk with us strengthen it.
Where the church is divided, walk with us to unify it. Ignite in us the working of the Holy
Spirit, reminding us always that we are your hands; called to glorify you in all we say and do.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
As the earth changes, as mountains shake and the waters roar, may we care for this planet as a
holy habitation for all living things. Sustain all peoples and lands recovering from natural
disasters of any kind especially we ask for you to walk with rescuers and renewers of society in
Iowa, Louisiana, California, Oregon and our home state of Texas. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Guide areas of the world divided or traumatized by conflict, especially in our own land. Open in
us the strength to be active in the freeing all from the sin of slavery, and in our own nation,
those suffering under the sin of white supremacy; walk with families and victims of human
trafficking; and open our hearts to journey in the protection of all in harm’s way. Lord, in your
mercy,
hear our prayer.
Release those living in bondage to debts, chronic pain, or addiction. Grant healing touch to
those who are ill especially we pray, this day, for those on our prayer list, and those we name
before you now, either silently or aloud … … … … … Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
In this family of faith we give thanks for courageous voices that have remained firm in their
commitment to the one who frees us from sin and death. Centered in your grace, unify us in the
hope of the gospel, both through and with those reformers of church and society, focused on
seeking justice and loving kindness. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Even in death, you free us and give us a place in your house. We give thanks for our ancestors
who have shown us truth and freedom, especially Martin Luther and those who work for the
renewal of the church. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, in the
name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
OFFERTORY

In Christ Alone
by Keith Getty and Stuart Townsend, solo by Paul(a) Borden

OFFERING

Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us with
these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in
feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.
Amen.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING
DIALOGUE

PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
COMMUNION
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.
COMMUNION SONG

Lamb of God
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
Gracious God, in this meal you have drawn us to your heart, and nourished us at your table with
food and drink, the body and blood of Christ. Now send us forth to be your people in the world,
and to proclaim your truth this day and evermore, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.
Amen.
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SENDING HYMN

How Firm a Foundation (ELW 796)
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

Invention No. 4 in D Minor
by J.S. Bach, perf. by S. Morrison

UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS

Monday, October 26, 2020
Philipp Nicolai, died 1608; Johann Heermann, died 1647; Paul Gerhardt, died 1676;
hymnwriters. These great hymnwriters all worked in seventeenth-century Germany in times of
war and plague. Nicolai, a pastor, lost 1,300 parishioners to plague, 170 in one week. He wrote
"O Morning Star, how fair and bright" and "Wake, awake, for night is flying." Heermann's
hymns, including "Ah, holy Jesus," often express the emotions of faith. Gerhardt, perhaps the
greatest Lutheran hymnwriter, was a pastor in Berlin.
Simon and Jude, Apostles
Wednesday, October 28, 2020
We know little about these apostles. Simon is listed as "the zealot" or Cananean in New
Testament lists. Jude, also called Thaddeus, asked Jesus at the last supper why he had revealed
himself to the disciples but not to the world.
Reformation Day
Saturday, October 31, 2020
By the end of the seventeenth century, many Lutheran churches celebrated a festival
commemorating Martin Luther's posting of the Ninety-five Theses, a summary of abuses in the
church of his time. At the heart of the reform movement was the gospel, the good news that it
is by grace through faith that we are justified and set free.
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PRAYER LIST
We Pray God’s Word; Prayer is God’s Will; Praying God’s Way…
For all those in environments of Learning, but especially:
Chapin Smith, Bryce Sheehan, Kira Neidert, Fred and Mycah Klinker, Vicar J as they
continue their studies in these tumultuous times and feel the peace of Christ with them,
always.
For all our siblings needing reminders of God’s Love through us, but especially:
The family and friends of Harvey Lease, (father-in-law to Denise Sheehan’s sister), who
passed away on October 18th; we join our voices in mourning and in support of peace for
the family and friends of Harvey.
For all our siblings who Live in many and various stages of health and transition, but
especially:
Nancy Tarsi for healing after surgery on October 14th, for Shirley Nord and Mel Harris,
and for our siblings unable to join us physically in ministry: Ilamay Bartholomew,
Barbara Dailey, Olga Haenel, Maxine Krizov, Virginia Pfluger, Alvin Symank, Marge
Robison, that our community’s togetherness always be felt by them. We offer prayers of
thanksgiving for the family of Eli Wright who has reunited with family.
WORSHIP LEADERS
Presider– Vicar J. Mills
Music Ministry– Stephanie Morrison, LOL Music Minister
Assisting Minister– Yuki Miyamoto-Mendez
Children’s Sermon– Tealithia Oliver
Lector– Ben Parsons
Communion– Bread provided by Glenace Klinker
Hymn Leaders– Paul(a) Borden, Abraham Nord
Offertory Soloist– Paul(a) Borden
Technology Guru– Abraham Nord
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