Worship Plan for Sundays in Epiphany
Baptism of Our Lord
Service of Holy Communion
Introduction to the Day
Our re-creation in baptism is an image of the Genesis
creation, where the Spirit of God moved over the waters.
Both Mark’s gospel and the story in Acts make clear that
it is the Spirit’s movement that distinguishes Jesus’
baptism from John’s. The Spirit has come upon us as
upon Jesus and the Ephesians, calling us God’s beloved
children and setting us on Jesus’ mission to re-create the
world in the image of God’s vision of justice and peace.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

Amazing Grace
Arr. Mark Hayes

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
the fountain of living water,
the rock who gave us birth,
our light and our salvation.
Amen.
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
We give you thanks, O God,
for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters
and by your Word you created the world,
calling forth life in which you took delight.
Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom.
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At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons,
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.
We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life,
and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.
Shower us with your Spirit,
and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.
To you be given honor and praise
through Jesus Christ our Lord
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.
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GATHERING SONG

When Jesus Came to Jordan (ELW 305)
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, your voice moves over the
waters. Immerse us in your grace, and transform us by your Spirit, that we may
follow after your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
FIRST READING: Genesis 1:1-5
A reading from Genesis.
1

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a
formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God
swept over the face of the waters. 3Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there
was light. 4And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from
the darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And
there was evening and there was morning, the first day.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM: Psalm 29 (Tone 8)

1

Ascribe to the | LORD, you gods,
ascribe to the LORD glo- | ry and strength.
2
Ascribe to the LORD the glory | due God’s name;
worship the LORD in the beau- | ty of holiness.
3
The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of | glory thunders;
the LORD is upon the | mighty waters.
4

4

The voice of the LORD is a pow- | erful voice;
the voice of the LORD is a | voice of splendor.
5
The voice of the LORD breaks the | cedar trees;
the LORD breaks the ce- | dars of Lebanon;
6
the LORD makes Lebanon skip | like a calf,
and Mount Hermon like a | young wild ox.
7
The voice | of the LORD
bursts forth in | lightning flashes.
8
The voice of the LORD| shakes the wilderness;
the LORD shakes the wilder- | ness of Kadesh.
9
The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the | forests bare.
And in the temple of the LORD all are | crying, “Glory!”
10
The LORD sits enthroned a- | bove the flood;
the LORD sits enthroned as king for- | evermore.
11
O LORD, give strength | to your people;
give them, O LORD, the bless- | ings of peace.
SECOND READING: Acts 19:1-7
A reading from Acts.
1

While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came
to Ephesus, where he found some disciples. 2He said to them, “Did you receive the
Holy Spirit when you became believers?” They replied, “No, we have not even
heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” 3Then he said, “Into what then were you
baptized?” They answered, “Into John’s baptism.” 4Paul said, “John baptized with
the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was to come
after him, that is, in Jesus.” 5On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the
Lord Jesus. 6When Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon
them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied—7altogether there were about
twelve of them.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Halle, Halle, Hallelujah (ELW 172)
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GOSPEL: Mark 1:4-11
The holy gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.
4

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance
for the forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean countryside and all
the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the
river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with
a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed,
“The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop
down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have baptized you with water; but he
will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”
9
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in
the Jordan. 10And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens
torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from
heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
CHILDREN’S SERMON

Tealithia Oliver

SERMON

Vicar J.
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HYMN OF THE DAY

I'm Going on a Journey (ELW 446)
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the
church, the world, and all people in need.
For the church throughout the world and its leaders, that guided by the Holy Spirit
they proclaim the forgiveness of sins, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For wilderness and water, wind and wild beasts, and all living things on earth, that
God’s goodness is revealed through creation and faithful stewards care for all God
has made, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For the nations of the world and their leaders, for laborers busy both day and night,
and for peacemakers amid strife, that God inspire all people to use their strength
wisely, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For the sick and those who provide medical care, for the imprisoned and those who
show them mercy, for the lonely and those who provide companionship, for all
who suffer and especially those people and families suffering from COVID illness
and death; that God shower compassion, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For the congregation gathered here, for students returning to school, for those
seeking renewal in their daily work, that all the beloved of God experience grace
and peace, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
In thanksgiving for the faithful departed who
now rest from their labors, that their witness
inspire us in our baptismal vocations, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people,
spoken or silent, for the sake of the one who
dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our
Savior.
Amen.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
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OFFERTORY

Come to the Water
by John Foley, perf by Abraham Nord

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures forever. You
bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with these
gifts, that we might be for the world signs of your gracious presence in Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.
By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations;
in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son;
and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and declare the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is Risen. Christ will come again.
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.
COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.
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SONG AFTER COMMUNION

O

Lord, Now Let Your Servant (ELW 313)
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
O God, we give you thanks that you have set before us this feast, the body and
blood of your Son. By your Spirit strengthen us to serve all in need and to give
ourselves away as bread for the hungry, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
BLESSING
The God of steadfastness and encouragement
grant you to live in harmony with one another,
in accordance with Christ Jesus.
Amen.
The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever.
Amen.
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SENDING SONG

Who You Say I Am
by Ben Fielding and Reuben Morgan
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

The Light of the World is Jesus
arr. Mark Hayes

Upcoming Commemorations
Martin Luther King Jr., renewer of society, martyr, died 1968
Friday, January 15, 2021
An American prophet of justice among races and nations, King was an eloquent
preacher, a leader of the nonviolent resistance to race-segregated society, and
recipient of the Nobel Peace Prize in 1964. Born on this date, he was assassinated
on April 4, 1968.

15

PRAYER LIST [updated 1-6-2021]
We Pray God’s Word; Prayer is God’s Will; Praying God’s Way…
For all those in environments of Learning, but especially:
For Chapin Smith, Bryce Sheehan, Kira Neidert, Oscar Lopez, Fred and Mycah
Klinker, Vicar J as this semester comes to a close, offering a respite from the
tumult of non-standard education in these times; that peace and preparation reign
in the readiness for the next steps in the educational journey, and holy rest in the
love of God through community support is found and lived.
For Pr. Greg and Carol Gaskamp as they embark on an interim Pastorate journey
within the Gulf Coast Synod, for peace+ and discerning as leadership needs are
identified and ministry continues in transition.
For all our siblings needing reminders of God’s Love through us, but especially:
For all those suffering from Coronavirus and feeling anxious or mortal concerns
but especially Carol Jones and Norris Neal (friends of Tealithia Oliver’s mother)
Donna and Herschel Schilling (sister and brother-in-law of Tony Lopez); Chris and
Ruthie Milker (brother and sister-in-law of Barb Haskins) as well as Judy and Dale
Barnett (parents of the Vicar’s former Maryland neighbors, and our Texas
neighbors); for families having to make tough decisions through this pandemic; for
peace in our community, that concern for others may take priority as we live and
move through being in the church, and of the world.
For those who struggle with joy this time of year, whose losses are magnified over
and against the pressure to be happy and content; we pray for strength and
community to hear the pain that these days of shadow can bring, and to walk with
them, loving them in the courage it takes to share in the hope that healing comes
and peace+ endures.
We give thanks for the Baptismal Journey of Joann Gaskamp (Pr. Greg Gaskamp’s
mother), and for our time shared with her; we join the Gaskamp family in
celebrating her life and in mourning for her departure from us, knowing that she is
resting in the peace+ of Christ’s promise.
For our siblings discerning leadership in your Church, Creator God. You have
imbued us with many gifts, and we look for opportunities to use them to your
glory. Today we especially pray for siblings with a gift of communication,
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spiritual thought, and faith in your ministries we are called to engage as we
fearlessly transform in the Spirit, embracing your call. Lord open our ears and
hearts to the opportunities for sharing our gifts through service on Council. Here
us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
For all our siblings who Live in many and various stages of health and transition,
but especially:
For Shelby Sides (granddaughter of Marge and Max Kretschmer) who was
admitted to the hospital for severe pregnancy concerns at 27 weeks; For Diane
Lloyd (Rea Wiruscheske’s daughter), who fell, and had extensive surgery on her
arm this week; Gloria Pennington, moved home for continued rehabilitation; Sarah
Beth Teutsch for peace and healing while traveling for medical care, for Mel
Harris, and for our siblings unable to join us physically in ministry: Ilamay
Bartholomew, Barbara Dailey, Olga Haenel, Maxine Krizov, Virginia Pfluger,
Alvin Symank, Marge Robison, that our community’s togetherness always be felt
by them.
WORSHIP LEADERS
Presider– Vicar J. Mills
Music Ministry– Stephanie Morrison, LOL Music Minister
Assisting Minister–
Children’s Sermon– Tealithia Oliver
Lector– John Duarte
Communion– Bread provided by Luke Smith & Family
Offertory– Abraham Nord
Technology Guru– Abraham Nord
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