Fourth Sunday in Easter
ELW Holy Communion Setting Three
Sunday, April 25, 2021
Introduction to the day
The image of the good shepherd shows us how the risen
Christ brings us to life. It is the relationship between the
shepherd and the sheep, one of mutual knowledge and
love, that gives the shepherd authority. The shepherd’s
willingness to lay down his life for the sheep shows his love. First John illustrates what it means
to lay down our lives for one another by the example of sharing our wealth with any sibling in
need. Blue is recognized internationally as the color chosen to represent child abuse because it
represents the blue color of a child’s bruise. We are asking that you join with churches from
across the region to recognize April 25, 2021 as “Blue Sunday”. On this special Sunday, people
of all faiths will join together in a day of prayer to demonstrate their support for children and
families who have been touched by abuse, and appreciation to those who help abused or
neglected children.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

Ivan Sings
from Adventures of Ivan by Aram Khachaturian

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who forgives all our sin,
whose mercy endures forever.
Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are
hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Gracious God,
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the
power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our
sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us
again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness
of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
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God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together
with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are
forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may
live in your hearts through faith.
Amen.
GATHERING SONG

The King Of Love My Shepherd Is (ELW 502)
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
KYRIE
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HYMN OF PRAISE

Glory to God

4

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
O Lord Christ, good shepherd of the sheep, you seek the lost and guide us into your fold. Feed
us, and we shall be satisfied; heal us, and we shall be whole – walk with us as we look to
deliver healing and wholeness for others, especially our youngest siblings experiencing struggle
and trauma beyond their years. Make us one with you, for you live and reign with the Creator
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
TEMPLE TALK

Carol Gaskamp
Kansas State Foster Parent

FIRST READING
Acts 4:5-12
5
6
When the leaders, the elders and the scribes met the next day in Jerusalem, Annas the high
priest, Caiaphas, Jochanan, Alexander and all who were of the high priestly class were there. 7
They brought Peter and John before them and began to interrogate them: “By what power and
in whose name have you done this?” 8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, spoke up:
“Leaders of the people! Elders! 9 If we must answer today for a good deed done to a person who
was unable to walk, and explain how this person has been made whole, 10 then you and all the
people of Israel must realize that it was done in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom
you crucified and whom God raised from the dead. In the power of that Name, this person
stands before you perfectly sound. 11 This Jesus is ‘the stone rejected by the builders which has
become the cornerstone.’ 12 There is no salvation in anyone else, for there is no other name
under heaven given to the human race by which we must be saved.”
Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.
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PSALM

Psalm 23
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SECOND READING
1 John 3:16-24
16
This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ died for us. And we, too, ought to lay down
our lives for our sisters and brothers. 17 If you have more than enough material possessions and
see your neighbors in need yet close your hearts to them, how can the love of God be living in
you? 18 My children, our love must not be simply words or mere talk—it must be true love,
which shows itself in action and truth. 19 This, then, is how we’ll know we belong to the truth;
this is how we’ll be confident in God’s presence, 20 even if our consciences condemn us. We
know that God is greater than our consciences and that God knows everything. 21 And if our
consciences do not condemn us, my friends, then we have confidence before God, 22 and we will
receive whatever we ask from God’s hand—because we keep the commandments and do what
is pleasing in God’s sight. 23 The command ments are these: that we believe in the name of
God’s Own, Jesus Christ, and that we love one another as we were told to do. 24 Those who keep
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these commandments live in God and God lives in them. We know that God lives in us by the
Spirit given to us.
Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Easter Alleluia
by Marty Haugen
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GOSPEL
The holy gospel according to Saint John, the 10th chapter.
Glory to you, o Lord.

John 10:11-18
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I am the good shepherd. A good shepherd would die for the sheep. 12 The hired hand, who is
neither shepherd nor owner of the sheep, catches sight of the wolf coming and runs away,
leaving the sheep to be scattered or snatched by the wolf. 13 That’s because the hired hand works
only for pay and has no concern for the sheep. 14 I am the good shepherd. I know my sheep and
my sheep know me, 15 in the same way Abba God knows me and I know God—and for these
sheep I will lay down my life. 16 I have other sheep that don’t belong to this fold—I must lead
them too, and they will hear my voice. And then there will be one flock, one shepherd. 17 This is
why Abba God loves me—because I lay down my life, only to take it up again. 18 No one takes
my life from me; I lay it down freely. I have the power to lay it down, and I have the power to
take it up again. This command I received from my Abba.”
This is the gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, o Christ.
CHILDREN’S SERMON

Tealithia Oliver

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY

Vicar J.
Awake! O Sleeper, Rise from Death! (ELW 452)
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CREED
Together with the whole Church, across the world, with all traditions, we profess our faith;
called and consecrated into relationship with God and one another, through the Apostle’s Creed.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who
promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love.
Loving Shepherd, you know your own and your own know you. Your voice calls us to your
loving embrace. Strengthen your church throughout the world that we bear witness to your
expansive love. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Gracious Shepherd, you are generous with the gifts of goodness and mercy. Restore your
creation to wholeness so that cities and towns, countryside and wilderness, may abound with
life. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Hope-giving Shepherd, the nations and peoples are your heritage. Place into the hearts of all
leaders and rulers the passion to serve. Crucify any desire to overpower others and give leaders
joy in lifting up the lowly. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
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Abiding Shepherd, your love flows as we reach out to those around us. Move us with your
Spirit, so that we lay down our lives for those in need especially we lift up the families of our
Siblings of Color who have been murdered at the hands of police; denied the inalienable right of
being able to face their accusers in court, and over more their right to life, liberty and the pursuit
of happiness. Help us love one another in truth and action. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Saving Shepherd, you restore us to wholeness. Help our community in our life together and
give us vigor as a people of faith. In the midst of challenges and opportunities draw us together
in love and patience as we discern a return to in-person worship, as well as how to use our gifts
from You in support of our ministry to walk with Foster Kids and Families, fill us anew with
you Holy Spirit. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Eternal Shepherd, you hold us securely in your loving hands. In the assurance of resurrection
hope, we remember our loved ones who have died in you especially the evangelist Mark,
Catherin, Philip, and James. Bring us, with them, to dwell in your house forever. Hear us, O
God.
Your mercy is great.
Compassionate Shepherd, we are embarking in something new, a ministry to lift up our Sibling
Children and the families dedicated to their care, whether directly or indirectly as staff and care
partners through the Department of Family Protective Services. We are looking forward with
you, O God, fearlessly transforming in your Spirit to embrace this call, written by you on our
hearts, open to using your gifts in service to others. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending
goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
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OFFERING

Create in Me a Clean Heart (ELW 185)

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. Receive our lives and
the gifts we offer. Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; for the sake of your
beloved Child, Jesus Christ.
Amen.
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DIALOGUE

PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ,
the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin;
who in dying has destroyed death,
and in rising has brought us to eternal life.
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection,
with earth and sea and all their creatures,
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering his death, we cry out Amen.
Amen.
Celebrating his resurrection, we shout Amen.
Amen.
Trusting his presence in every time and place, we plead Amen.
Amen.
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O God before time, O God at the end,
Creator, Child, and Sofia,
we laud you,
Covenant Lord, our Redeemer, the Strength of truth.
Glory and praise, blessing and worship,
honor and power and might be to you, our God,
forever and ever.
Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our creator in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kin-dom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kin-dom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever.
Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The risen Christ invites us to this table.
Come, eat and be satisfied.
COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen.
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SONG AFTER COMMUNION

Lead Me On
by Audrey Assad and Matt Maher

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
Lord, thank you for our children for them we kneel and pray. Help us teach them of your
kindness of your mercy and your way. Help us show them of your love your strength and
safety, too. Help us show them who you are help us treat them like you do. Let us pray, educate
ourselves and volunteer for the children of our nation Until black and blue are just color in their
crayon box.
Amen.
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BLESSING
May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom
to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus.
The God of life,
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.
Amen.
SENDING SONG

Who You Say I Am
by Ben Fielding and Reuben Morgan
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DISMISSAL
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
POSTLUDE

Doctor Gradus Ad Parnussum
from Children's Corner by Claude Debussy

WORSHIP LEADERS
Presider– Vicar J.
Music Ministry– Stephanie Morrison, Music Minister
Assisting Minister–
Children’s Sermon– Tealithia Oliver
Lector–
Technology Guru– Abraham Nord
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[updated 23Apr2021]

We Pray God’s Word; Prayer is God’s Will; Praying God’s Way…
For all those in environments of Learning, but especially:
For Chapin Smith, Bryce Sheehan, Kira Niedert, Oscar Lopez, Fred and Mycah Klinker, Vicar J
as this semester begins; that peace and preparation reign in the readiness for the next steps in the
educational journey, and holy rest in the love of God through community support is found and
lived.
For us and for those in the struggle for reconciliation in understanding how the message we
have been gifted about your love, grace, and mercy for all of the world is often twisted into a
heresy of hate and exclusion. We know that we have work to do, for both of these sibling
groups that have been harmed and cause harm, understanding that we too may have caused
harm in your name without even knowing it. We ask for guidance, and leaders anointed to help
us in this vital work of reconciling our past in order to better reach those who need your
messages of love, acceptance, and support through our faith in Christ; we ask for peace+ and
patience as we work to be better stewards of grace and mercy, offering these gifts to all we
meet, and working to point always to you in how we conduct ourselves, being patient and
loving followers of your Son, Christ Jesus, offering love to all regardless of belief, humble in
our purpose, working to lift up and gather in without agenda or purpose other than to love, as
you have first loved us.
For all our siblings needing reminders of God’s Love through us, but especially:
For all those suffering from Coronavirus and feeling anxious or mortal concerns; for families
having to make tough decisions through this pandemic; for peace in our community, that
concern for others may take priority as we live and move through being in the church, and of
the world. We offer thanks for those that have recovered, and peace in the time-after, that longterm effects of the virus be rendered non-existent.
We lift up the many ways that family is manifest in our lives and offer prayers of support for
Manuel Oliver’s extended relations, having found out who his biological father was about 6
years ago, learning also about other siblings who he has not been able to meet but has
established connection through social media and phone calls. One of his sister’s, Nicole
Veltrano, husband, Jesse has a rare auto immune disorder with of medical conditions that has
put him in the hospital for a month now; struggling with talking, breathing, and vision. Nicole is
home with the children. We pray for peace, and healing, a return to security for the Veltranos;
that our shared love envelope them in this time of need and uncertainty.
Creator God, you have imbued us with many gifts, and we look for opportunities to use them to
your glory. Today we especially pray for siblings with a gift of communication, spiritual
19

thought, and faith in your ministries we are called to engage as we fearlessly transform in the
Spirit, embracing your call.
We give thanks for the journey together with Ruthie Milker (Barb and Lloyd Haskins’ Sister-inLaw) in this life of faith, and as we mourn her passing from this life to the next, we find peace
in knowing that her suffering has ended. In prayers of thanksgiving and for peace+, we lift up
Ruthie’s husband, Chris (Barb’s brother), and daughters Megan, Lauren and Elizabeth as their
lives take a painful turn, knowing that your presence is just as true in death as it is in life, o
God, we ask that our prayers for comfort reach the whole Milker family through your warm
embrace.
For all our siblings who Live in many and various stages of health and transition, but
especially:
For Randi Ladolcetta in thanksgiving for continued healing and for her growing ability to
provide the language of love (service) for her family and friends as she had been accustomed
before the injury; for Kira Niedert underwent heart surgery on the 20th of April in Denver
Colorado, asking for peace and safe travels home to Texas, and a clear path for future care; for
thanksgiving that Carsyn (new great-granddaughter of Marge and Max) is home and doing well;
Sarah Beth Teutsch (mother of Shannon Anderson) for peace and healing while starting
radiation treatments for cancer; for Mel Harris, and for our siblings unable to join us physically
in ministry: Ilamay Bartholomew, Barbara Dailey, Olga Haenel, Maxine Krizov, Virginia
Pfluger, Alvin Symank, Marge Robison, that our community’s togetherness always be felt by
them.
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Mark, Evangelist
Sunday, April 25, 2021
He was not numbered among the twelve apostles, yet Mark was probably a member of the early
church community. The gospel that bears his name is the shortest and most direct, and many
scholars think it was the first to be written.
Catherine of Siena, theologian, died 1380
Thursday, April 29, 2021
This theologian was the first woman among Roman Catholics to receive the title "Doctor
[teacher] of the Church." Catherine was a Dominican sister known for her mystical visions as
well as her work on behalf of people who were poor and imprisoned.
Philip and James, Apostles
Saturday, May 1, 2021
Philip was one of the first disciples of Jesus, and called Nathanael to "come and see." He later
responded to an Ethiopian official's request for teaching and baptism. Little is known of James,
the son of Alphaeus, called "the Less" to distinguish him from another apostle named James.
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